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HOW THE PAPACY CAME TO POWER
By L. Il Legmass
“RKemember ye not, that, when T was yet with you, 1 told you these things? . . . And

then shall that wicked one be revealed whom the Lord shall consume with the spirvit of
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

“Kyven him, whose coming Is after the working of Satan with all power and lying
wonders,

“And with all deeeivableness of unrighteonsness in them that perish; beenuwse they
received not the love of the teath, that they might be saved."

Much of the mystery of the spectacular power of the church of Rome van be ex-
plained by knowing its true nature and origins. To explain fully aboul these
would lake more space than we can afford. In two shor! articles, however, we hope
to supply enough to whel the appetite of those who want to sindy further fo find
a satisfactory answer to all the questions tnvolved. In such short articles we prefer
the factual to the prophetical approach lo the problen of the Roman Papacy.

Following is the first of this series of twe articles:

HE WIOLE STRUCTURE of the

Ltoman Catholie chureh is rooted
in the faet that it is the legal sueeessor
of the old Roman empire of the Caesars,
By its union with the Roman State, the
chureh of Rome partook of its policy—
world eonquest by force of arms. Just
as the old Roman empire was the uni-
versal dominating power of the then
known world with its eentral seat of
government in Rome, so the church of
Rome was deelared to be the universal
church and “‘ Mother of Christendom,"’
and the Bishop of Rome soon became
the King of Bishops. Likewise, since
the authority of Rome was the universal
law of all nations, so the law of the
church of Rome became the universal
amd  authoritarian law for all the
churches of Christendom,

ROMANIZATION OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

But the chureh of Rome not only
carried forward the policy, authority
and law of the old Romnan empire; it
also absorbed the beliefs, the ritual and
the institntions of the religion of pagan
Rome. Whatever may have been the

hopes to the contrary, the union of the
church of Rome with the Roman State
did not Christianize the State; instead
it Romanized the Christian clhureh,
leaving to it in the end little more than
the mere label of Christian. Contrary to
the helief of most people today, the
pagan Romans did not in effeet become
Christians after the Emperor Constan-
tine proclaimed Christianity as the
State religion of Rome. They became
Christians in name, but incorporated
their former officers, rites, ceremonies,
festivals and doectrines into the chureh
of Rome. With some slight changes in
the old heathen traditions, the Christian
religion in Rome became identical with
the pagan religion of ancient Rome.
Roman Catholic apologists today do not
attempt to conceal this. They even
boast.of the fact that Roman Catholi-
eism veered away from primitive Chris-
tianity and has hot only horrowed its
dogmas, morals, laws and worship from
pagan religions in the past, but will eon-
tinue to do so in the centuries to come,
Dr. Karl Adam, Roman Catholic priest-
professor at the University of Tueb-
ingen, Germany, for instance, in his
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anthoritative Catholie work, The Spirit

of Catholicism,' frankly declares:
“We (Catholics acknowledge readily,
without any shame, nay with pride,
that Catholicism cannot be Identified
simply and wholly with primitive Chris-
tinnity, mor even with the Gospel of
Christ, in the same way that the great
onk cannot be identifled with the tiny
acorn. There s no mechanical identicy,
but an organic identity. And we go fur-
ther and say that thousands of years
hence Catholiclsm  will probably be
even richer, more luxuriant, more mani-
fold in dogma, morals, law amd wor-
ship, than the Catholicism of the pres-
ent day. A religious historian of the
ftth millenium A.D. will without dir-
cnlty discover in Catholicism concep-
tions and forms and practices which
will derive from Indin, China and
Japan, and he will have to recognize a
far more obvious ‘complex of oppo=
sites.' "

To what extent the rites, beliefs, wor-
ship and eustoms of Koman paganism
were taken into the chureh of Rome
may be seen from the following :

1. THE ‘PONTIFEX MAXIMUS’

The high priest of ancient Rome, the
'ontifex Mazimus surrounded by his
senate of seventy flamines, became the
Pope, with the same title of Pontifex
Mazximus (which he retains to this day)
and his eollege of seventy ecardinals.
Just as the distinguishing sign of the
pagan flamcen was a hat, so the distin-
guishing sign of a Roman eardinal to
this day is a hat. The tiara of the pagan
higlh priest of Rome also became the
head-dress of the Pope. The lituus of
the Roman augurs became the crosier
or pastoral staff of the Pope and bishops

n. 2 This work was published In Eng-
lish by The Macmillan Co. in New York in
1928, and bears the Nihil obstat of the Board
of Censors of the Archdiocese of New York

and the Imprimatwr of the late Cardinal
Hayes,
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POPE PIUS XTI, ‘PONTIFEX MAXIMUS'
OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURACH,

WEARING HIS DEJEWELFKD TIARA,
OR TRIPLE CROWN, SYMBOILIZING
HIS CLAIM TO BE
“THE FATHER OF PRINCES AND
KINGS, RULER OF THE WORLD AND
VICAR OF JESUS CHRIST.”

This is the ofMicinl pronouncemoent used
at the coronation of every pupe.

of the church of Rome. When Julius
Cnesar became the high priest or Pon-
tifex Maximus, he compellea Pompey to
kiss his foot, a eustom followed also by
his snceessors Caligula and lHeliogabu-
lus. The Popes also took over the cus-
tom.

The custom of paying abject rever-
ence to the Pope and hievarehy of the
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THE POPE'S TIARA
—Maide of cloth of gold and comprises:
3 crowns with 252 pearls, 229 diamonds,

32 rubies, 10 emeralds and 11 sapphires.

Roman church has an even more ancient
origin. It originated with the Egyp-
tians who deified and worshipped mon-
keys. It was an artful and refined
stroke of policy on the part of the Egyp-
tians to single out so ridiculous an
animal as a monkey for reverence
and deifieation, and it suited the policy
of the priesthood of both the pagan reli-
gion in Rome and its ‘Christian’ sue-
cessor to rationalize and apply like
reverenee and deifieation to the Roman
Pontifer. The Egvptians did so to show
that even the most despicable person
was entitled to reverence and worship,
not because of any intrinsiec worth in
the person himself, but because of the
hizh office conferred upon him. Thus,

A LARGE PANCAKE HAT SYMBOLIZES
THE POWER OF THE ROMAN CATHO-
LIC HIERARCHY SURROUNDING THE
POPE AS IT DID THE POWER OF THE
‘FLAMINES' ATTACHED TO THE 'PON-
TIFEX MAXIMUS' OF THE PAGAN
RELIGION OF ROME.

Roman Catholie upologists today, when
faced with the objection that so many
Popes were arch-criminals, murderers,
adulterers, even unbelievers, answer by
saying that it is the high office that
elevates a man, and that the man him-
self does not either enhance or degrade
his office. The Knights of Columbus’
magazine Columbia (which claims to be
“the largest Catholic magazine in the
world’”), in its issue for August 1938,
dramatieally explains how the power of
the Roman priest depends solely on the
legal authorization of his office, and has
nothing to do with the man himself, his
morals or his beliefs, as follows:
“A priest’s exlstence would be justi-
fled if he nover did anything but give
uy the Inflnite hoon of the Mass. If
he sald it on an old crate in 8 ram-
shackle barn, in the most barbarous
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Latin, with no music but the cack-
ling uf hens amd the mooing of cows;
if he paused after the gospel to preach
the purest  balderdash, mingled with
constant  appeals  and  demands  for
money, or the dullest observations on
the weather; it he were ugly, ignorant,
dirty, tactless, profane, grecdy, can-
tankerous, intolerant, even immoral—
if all these conditlons existed, and the
man was properly authorized to say
Maxs, and said it, he would be confer.
ring on his parishioners a favor so grem
that they ought to be glad to erawl for
miles on hands and knees, if necessary,
to receive it

2. THE MASS AND OTHER
RITUALS

The vietim of the Roman pagan ritual
became the daily ‘‘Sacrifice of the
Mass'’ in the Roman Catholie church.
The ¢irenlar conseerated water used by
Roman priests to this day is identical
with the round consecrated cakes used
by the ancient Romans—and farther
back by all the Oriental veligions—as
a symbol of the Sun-God. When ex-
posed in the "monstrance’’ at Benedie-
tion serviee in a Roman Catholie chureh,
the rays of the sun may be seen sur-
rounding the cireular wafer. The can-
dles kept constantly burning in Roman
Catholic churches are similar to the
fires constantly replenished in the sane-
tuary of Jupiter Ammon in the Capitol
in Rome and in the temple of Herenles
at Tyre. The ‘“‘Holy Water’’ or aspers-
ip, and the incense used in anecient
Roman temples were taken over com-
pletely and have remained without
alteration in the church of Rome.

The long list of patron saints in the
Roman Catholie chureh, with their al-
lezred power over every possible eontin-
geney in the life of man, are but the Ro-
man Divi, the minor tutelary gods in-
vented by the aneient Romans to protect
the varions voeations of men. Their
names alone were changed. Likewise

the deification of a Roman hero became
the canonization of a saint. The ancient
monuments and statues of the Goddess
of the Year nursing the good Day, and
the pictures of Isis giving suck to the
hoy Horus, were also reproduced by the
chureh of Rome in the statues and pie-
fures that abound in Roman Catholie
chinurches of the Madonna and Child.
In these it can be seen that the Virgin's
head is eircled by a erescent light and
the child’s by luminous rays, the former
symbolizing the new moon saered to
[sis, and the latter the sun of which
Horus was the offspring.

Clearest of all is the identification of
the Goddess Venus with the Virgin
Mary. The title of hoth, ‘‘Queen of
Heaven."' is the same.

B3.NCLL OF THE DEAD ANXD
OTHER CORRUPTIONS

I'he Roman art of governing has
always been dictatorial and laid par-
tienlar stress on plans for the subjection
ol the people, which is clearly evident
to this day in the Roman Catholic
church. Fear of death and the contem-
plation of the gruesome contents of the
grave have thus always played an im-
portant part in the ritual of both the
ancient religion of Rome and the reli-
zion of the Popes. Public and spectacu-
lar interment of the dead was compelled
by law in ancient Rome, and this has
been carried on in the solemn and
pompous funeral rites in the ehureh of
Rome to this day. Conunon to the
ancient Egyptians, Romans and the
Catholie chureh today is the teaching
that the deceased cannot obrain eternal
rest in the next world without the help
of funeral rites and prayers.

The Roman Catholic doctrine of Pur-
watory stems from the teaching of the
philosophers of Alexandria that there
is a fire in whieh the souls of men after
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death must be purified. This doetrine of
Purgatory was added to the list of
dogmas, binding under pain of eternal
damnation, at the Fourth Council of the
Lateran in 1215.

The mendicant monks or **begging
friars’’ of the Roman Catholie ehurch
are the lineal descendants of the lazy
pagan priests of heathen Rome against
whom Cieero protested in his Book of
Laws. He described them as traveling
from house to house with sacks on their
hacks, and which they filled with eata-
bles given by their superstitions hosts.

The ehurch of Rome also fixed the
birthday of .Jesus Christ to eoincide
with the birthday of the Sun-Geod
Mithra on December 25, Likewise the
observation of the Sabbath or seventh
day of the week (Saturday) as com-
manded by the fourth commandment of
God, was changed by the chureh of
Rome to Sunday, the first day of the
week, whieh the ancient Romans named

ST. PETER'S AND THE POPRE'S
GARDEN IN ROME.

after and dedicated to their great Sun
(God Sel.

(Cardinal Newman recorded for pos-
terity his insight into the way in which
the true teaching of Christ was covered
over with the paganism of old Rome by
the Roman Catholic chureh. In one of
his Traets for the Times, written in
15883. he declared :

“The spirit of old Rome has rlsen
again in its former place, and has evi-
deneed its identity by ts works. It has
possessed the Church there planted, as
un evil spirit might seize the de iacy
of primitive times, and makes her speak
words which are not her own. In the
corrupt papal system we have the very
cruelty, the craft and the ambition of
the [Roman] Republic; its cruelty in
its unsparing sacrifice of the happiness
and virtue of individuals to a phantom
of publie expediency, in its forced cell-
bacy within, and its persecutions with-
out; its eraft In jts falschoods, its de-
ceitful deeds and lying wonders; and lts
grasping ambition in the very structure
of its polity, in its assumption of uni-

INSIDE THE VATICAN
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versal dominion: old HRome is still
slive; nowhere have Its eagles lighted,
but it still ¢laims the sovereignty under
another pretence. The Romun church 1

will not blame, but pity—she is, as I
have sald, spell-bound, as if by an evil
splrit; she is in thraldom."

( How this Remanizing of Christianity was made the groundwork of the dictatorial
pewer of the church of Rome in both religious and political afairs, as we see it
today, will be cxplained in a second article in next month's issue.)

CATHOLIC-FASCISM ON OUR
DOORSTEP

HE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT

has at last eracked down on the
Sinarquists. On July 8, Attorney Gen-
eral Aguilar y Mayo ordered the arrest
and imprisonment of Sinarquist author
Juan Ignacio Padilla for writing trea-
sonable articles in El Sinarquista, and
imprisonment also of “‘such other per-
sons responsible for crimes of social
dissolution and attacks against the pub-
liec peace.”” Suppression of El Sinar-
quista, official orzan of the Sinarquists,
was also ordered. In his statement of
the Sinarquists, the attorney General
declared :

“During seven years Sinargulsm has
spreand among the peasants the ideas.
programs and norms of conduct of the
Spanish Government hased on Falan-
glsm, disturbing public order and clan-
destinely urging the Mexican Army and
people to revolt agninst the Govern-
ment."

Shortly before their suppression in
Mexico, the Sinarquists stepped up
their aetivities in Texas, and made no-
table progress in such ecities as Fabens,
Clint, Fort Hancoek, Borderland, Islet-
ta and San José, according lo a report
of the Ouverseas News Ageney from
Mexico City on May 18, quoting from
their newspaper El Sinarquista. These
activities in Texas, El Sinarquisia
boasted, are part of *‘a general offensive
from Texas to Quintana Roo’’ in Mexi-
vo’s far Seuth. The Sinarquist organ

also reported ‘‘successes’” in the Mexi-
can border State of Nuevo Leon, espe-
cially in Monterrey, Mexico’s most no-
torious open-shop town in which Nazi-
inspired ‘Gold Shirts’ have been very
active.

On July 1, President Manuel Avila
Camacho extended the ban on meetings
of the Sinarquists to all of Mexico and,
as a result, the weekly magazine Tiempo
reported that the organization urged
all its members to go underground.

Mexican Sinarquism is admittedly
Catholic and Fascist, and constitutes a
rveal threat to the peace of Mexico and
the whole Western Hemisphere. The
Commonweal, a weekly magazine edited
in New York by Catholic laymen who
sometimes dare to express alarm at
their church’s eollaboration with Fas-
cism, published a frank analysis of the
Sinarquist movement on June 10, Their
findings were a result of their own pri-
vate investization of conditions in
Mexico, and they were forced to the
cautious eoneclusion that Sinarquism
““is an authoritarian and highly cen-
tralized secret organization led by
zealous and high-minded men . . . for
which there is some reason for the ap-
plication of the Faseist label.”” The
article warns that, ““If Sinarquists sue-
ceed in growing considerably more in
numbers, there is real danger of a
bloody ecivil war.’" Estimates from re-
liable sources, it says, ‘‘put the mcm-
bership now as high as 3,000,000 out
of Mexieo’s 20,000,000 population.”’
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HOW THE PAPACY CAME TO POWER--II

(This is the continuation of L. H. Lehmann’s article wider the same title in
last month’s issue.)

RISE OF THE POWER OF THE PRIEST-
HOOD

NSTEAD of filling the earth with

light and joy, according to the ex-
press declaration of Christ that the
Kingdom of Ileaven is at hand, the
chureh of Rome soon after its union
with the Roman State began to teach
that the present life is to be given over
to the preparation of the soul for death,
under the exelusive direction of the
Roman Catholic priesthood. The power
of the world was thus placed in the
hands of the hierarchy of the chureh
of Rome.

Protestant Americans, in seeking to
determine the secret of the power of
the Roman (atholic church, focus all
their attention on the political and
social activities of its organization, Be-
cause of their love of religious tolera-
tion, they avoid investigation into its
religious aspect and thus arrive at a
very one-sided view of the whole Cath-
olie question. They fail to realize that
the religions teaching of the church of
Rome is the pivot on which its whole
organization revolves. Were it not for
their submission to the spiritual power
of their priests, Roman Catholic people
would never become blindly obedient
tollowers of their church’s secular
policies. It is easy to see that, even in
a democratic country like the United
States, if millions of people are made
dependent upon men for forgiveness
of their sins and for their hope of
eternal happiness after death, those
millions will tend to aeccept without
question what their priests and bishops
plan in political and soeial matters.

The power of the Roman priesthood
therefore is rooted in the convietion of
the people that they cannot get 1@
Leaven without the ministrations of
their priests.

[t was the universal establishment o
this spiritual power in the hands
hishops and priests that made the

Above picture, from the Catholic Brooks
lyn ‘Tablet,’ of November 3, 1943, falsely
shows the priest as ‘Alter Christus,” ‘An
other Christ.’

It further declared:

“A priest is called by God and rightl}

s0 to act as a mediator between GoO@

and man, and to offer up a sacrifice @
propitiation for the sins of men."
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Jureh of Rome absolute dictator even
1 polities soon after its union with the
qoman State. The power of the Em-
Lopor over the bodies of men and the
':.;m\'m' of the Pope over their souls were
pused into a dual sovereignty—with
e power of the Pope superior to that
¢ the Emperor, sinee the things of the
ol are believed to be far superior to
(hose of the body. Thus the Pope was
likened to the sun and the Emperor to
e moon, and, it was argued and ac-
cepted, that “‘sinee the earth is seven
fimes greater than the moon, and the
. eight times greater than the earth,
.o the Pope’s authority is fifty-six times
sreafer than the power of the Kmperor
and all State authority.”’

This contest for power between the
Pope and the Emperor came to a head
i the year 730 over the worship of
images. The Emperor forbade their
worship as idolatrons, but the Pope
opposed him and aroused Rome and
[taly to a suecessful rebellion against

im. As a result of the Pope’s victory
the Romans saluted him as their lord
and took an oath of allegiance to him
as their supreme ruler.

‘DONATION OF CONSTANTINE'

Soon afterwards, about the middle of
eighth century, the doeument
known as “The Donation of Constan-
tine {he Great to the Roman Chureh
was forged. It alleged that the Hm-
peror  Clonstantine  conferred upon
Saints  Peter and Paunl the imperial
rights, all of Central Italy (which later
became the Papal States), the lands of
‘Iudea, Greece, Thrace, Asia and Africa
and varions islands in the Mediter-
Fanean to be disposed of by Pope Syl-
Vester and  his  successors forever.®

“‘I The alleged disposition of these lands by
Uonstantine is not without significance in
'tgard to Mussolini's disastrous attempt
O restablish them as part of a revived
Roman Empire in alliance with the Pope
In 1929,
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With the equally notorious ‘‘Decretals
of Isidore” which purported to sub-
stantiate the forgery, this document
was used and believed for over a thou-
sand years to sustain the absolute die-
tatorship of the Popes of Rome, in
political as well as religious matters,
over the nations of Europe. Because of
the undeniable refutation of these
claims by Protestant scholars, the hest
Roman Catholic historians were finally
foreed to admit that the “‘Donation of
Constantine’” was a forgery and the
“Isidorean Decretals’ utterly false.
Yet, to this day, the whole foundation
of the Roman papaey’s temporal do-
minion rests upon these two admittedly
false props.

ORIGIN OF THE INQUISITION

Like everything else in the Roman
chureh, its fearful Ingnisition
were taken over from the pagan re-
ligion of ancient Rome, where they ex-
isted for the repression and punish-
ment of dissidents from the national
ereed. They continued right down to
the last eentury even in our own West-
ern Hemisphere, when the official In-
quisition of the Roman ehurch in Mex-
ico was abolished in 1816, It was en-
foreed in Spain even after that date.
But the Inquisition arose again in our
time in Rome and throughout Europe
under the form of the Fasecist Ovra and

laws

the Nazi Gestapo, which funetioned as
repressive instruments against all dis-
sidents who dared express opposition
to the united authority of State and
Chureh. Himmler, speaking for Hitler
in his latest proelamation last Novem-
ber 13, fulminated his desperate threats
against all free, democratic ‘‘parties,
petty parties, groups, estates, voeations,

organizations, classes and finally fhose



PRISONERS OF THE INQUISITION IN THE CHURCH OF SAINT FRANCIS AT GOA
DURING AN AUTO-DA-FE
(From Dellon's ‘Relation de U'Inquisition de (Gou,” 1688)

religious confessions most likely to de-
rive benefit from owr internal disunity

. .7 The Pope signed a solemn con-
cordat with the Nazi regime less than
six months after it came to power.

As early as 529, the Justinian Code
made it a crime to believe or speak in
any way against the teaching of the
church of Rome, and all who did so
were condemned as heretics. Both Em-

perors Theodosius and Justinian ap-
pointed officials called ‘ Inguisitors’”
whose special duty it was to ferret out
and prosecute such offenders. So much
did the religion of the church of Rome
become a part of the law of the Empire,
that the bishop or his representative sat
side by side with the civil judge on the
bench in court. There was no crime in
the civil court calendar that did not




PROCESSION FROM THE INQUISITION TO AN AUTO-DA-FE IN GOA
(From Dellon's ‘Relation de U'Inquisition de Goa,' 1688)

include a breach also of the laws of the
church, In the later Middle Ages, the
civil power yielded complete juris-
dietion in Inquisitorial cases to the
bishops, the vietims to be handed over
to the ‘seeular arm’ for execution or
Other punishment.

In this way the policy of the church
of Rome became in every way similar
to that of the Roman State—the sub-
jeetion of the whole world to its spirit-

ual and temporal dominion, Faith and
holiness were made secondary to its
quest for authority and power. Its
primary aim was no longer to save
souls, but to gather the whole human
race under the sceptre of Rome, Blind-
ed by Iust for absolute world-dominion,
the Roman church (like its imitators
and co-partners, the Axis dictators in
our day) was foreced to use the cruel
weapon of the Inquisition in its at-
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tempt to attain it. It was a machine
for inquiring into a man’s thoughts
and beliefs, and for burning him if
they were not in accord with the ex-
ternal beliefs and rites of the church.
It arrested on suspieion, tortured the
vietim till he confessed, and then pun-
ished with fire. Even as late as the
sixteenth century, when the Church of
Rome was faced with the rising tide of
protest from within its own member-
ship, it did not change its way. Given
a chanece to reform, it chose to continue,
as it does to this day, in pursuing its
aim for world dominion. H. G. Wells,
in his latest book, C'ruax Ansate (p. 50),
has the following to say on this point:
By the dawn of the sixteenth century,
the Church, blindly and rashly, had
come to the parting of the ways. The
force of protest, that is to say of Prot-
estantism, was gathering against it,
and the alternatives, whether it would
modernize or whether it would dogma-
tize and fight, were before it. It chose
to fight and tyrannize.”

But like the modern Axis dictators,
the church of Rome will find from now
on that ruthless persecution of dissent
from its reactionary creed is not an ef-
fective weapon to subdue the enlight-
ened will of the masses.

BETRAYAL OF THE CHRISTIAN IDEA

The thrust of the ¢hurch of Rome for
world-power, as could be expected, de-
stroyed the bond that joined all true
Christian believers together in the
Christian Chureh, and all of them to-
gether, in turn, with Christ as its head.
That real bond of unity was a lLiving
faith in the heart of every believer. In
the days of the Apostles, the invisible
and spiritual ehurch was identieal with
the visible and outward community. But
after the union of the church of Rome
with the Roman State, the outward shell
of an external, authoritarian organiza-
tion was substituted for the internal
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and spiritual unity which alone makes
for religion proceeding from God. Faithi
in the heart no longer knit together the
members of the church of Rome and its
dependent churches throughout Christs
endom. Faneciful ties were instituted
bishops, arehbishops, popes, mitres;
elaborate rites and ceremonies, and
intricacies of canon law. These built up
a huge, spectacular organization of
laws, dogmas and external pomp, ce-
mented together by cruel repression,
fear and superstition. On one side there
arose a priestly caste that usurped th
name of Christian church and claime
peculiar privileges in the sight of th
Lord. On the other side were the timid
and fearful masses of the people re
duced to a blind and passive submission,
eageed, silenced and delivered over to
a proud caste of all-powerful priests.
Jesus Christ had come on earth to free
all men and make them sons of God;
the Roman chwrch in time made them
slaves of men.

WHAT OF SALVATION?

Again we must return to the religious
aspect of the church of Rome. Not only
is its power based upon its peculiar,
teaching about salvation of men’s souls, %
but, as to be expected, its lust for that
power destroyed the true saving prin- |
ciple of salvation in Christian teaching. |
That great principle is that grace —
eternal pardon—is a free gift of God.
By grace are ye saved throwgh faith,”’
St. Paul tells us (Eph. 2:8) ... it is
the gift of God.”” The church of Rome,
in order to sustain its human organiza-
tion, soon invented its very profitahle
dogmatic teaching that the sinner ecan
only be saved by works, by outward
conformance to its network of man-
made laws, legal observances and
penances,

According to true Christian teaching, |
on the other hand, the diseiple is saved |
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by apprending Christ through faith, by
1[18&1]15 of which Christ becomes all
things to the disciple. He receives from
(thrist a new life, a life of divine power
that regenerates him and sets him free
from the power of self, sin and of
puman tyranny., The Roman church
has taken the power of salvation out of
the hands of God and placed it in the
hands of its priests who barter it for
works of penances, indulgences, and
money payments, It boldly asserts that
the Roman Catholie priest is the med-
iator between the sinner and God, and
claims that this priest has the power to
forgive sing and to offer sacrifice for the
sins of men.

The result of all this is an amazing
mixture in priests and people of the
Roman church of ambition and devot-
edness, of superstition and piety, of
cunning and zeal; a mixture of a
theoretical belief in absolute ethical
values on the one hand, and at the same
time provision for their destruction on
the other. It thus becomes a mere count-
erfeit of the good. Those who hold that
it is Satan’s work have much to sub-
stantiate their charge. For it is diffieult
to see how the human mind alone could
have conceived what the Roman church
essentially and actually is — a elever
contrivance to sustain in unrighteous-
ness the semblance of truth.

SALVATION FROM PURGA-
TORY FOR $40!

ELL-DESERVED publicity has
been given the ontrageous letter
of Archbishop A. Sinnott of Winnipeg,
under date of March 1, 1944,* in which
he urged all Catholic mothers with sons
in the army to ‘‘ guarantee” their sons’
salvation by the payment to him (in
monthly installments) of $40, He said:
“What better guarantee for any boy
exposed to all the hazards of war! A
guarantee, should he be killed, that he
will go at once to his Maker, to be
with Him for all eternity. A guaran-
tee, should it be God's will, that he
will return to his dear mother and to
those who love him."

This payment presumably would
rnarantee a mother that her son’s soul
would eseape Purgatory, although mnot
even a Roman Catholic archbishop is
entitled, in Catholic teaching, to guar-
antee this. But how suech an offer would
he gladly accepted and the compara-
i C_:J[}ies may be had from The Gospel

Witness, 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2,
Canada.

tively small sum of $40 willingly paid
by eredulous Catholie mothers, can be
seen from the following graphie de-
seription of what the sufferings of
Purgatory are pictured to be by two
Jesuit priests, Fathers Mumford and
Thimelby, in a book entitled ““Two
Ancient Treatises on Purgatory’’ (pub-
lished by the Eunglish firm of Burns
and Qates, London, 1883) :

“Good God! How the Great Saints and
Doctors astonish me, when they treat
of this fire, and of the pain of sense,
as they call it . . . Out of which asser-
tion it clearly follows, that the furious
fits of the stone, fever, or raging gout,
the tormenting colie, with all the hor-
rible convulsions of the worst diseases,
nay, though you join racks, gridirons,
boiling oils, wild beasts, and a hundred
horses drawing several ways and tear-
ing one limb from another, with all the
other hellish devices of the most bar-
barous and cruel tyrants, all this does
not reach to the least part of the mild-
est pains in purgatory.”

Who would not pay $40.00 to get out
of a place like this? Yet, Clatholies are
condemned to hell if they refuse to be-
lieve in the existence of Purgatory.
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